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half is better than the whole. People who are
fond of talking ought to beware of being lengthy.
How one knows the despair of conversing with
a man who is determined to make a clear and
complete statement of everything, and not to let
his hearer off anything ! Arguments, questions,
views, rise in the mind in' the course of the
harangue, and are swept away by the moving
stream. Such talkers suffer from a complacent
feeling that their information is correct and com-
plete, and that their deductions are necessarily
sound. But it is quite possible to form and hold
a strong opinion, and yet to realise that it is after
all only one point of view, and that there is
probably much to be said on the other side.
The unhappiest feature of drifting into a habit
of positive and continuous talk is that one has
few friends faithful enough to criticise such a
habit and tell one the unvarnished truth ; if the
habit is once confirmed, it becomes almost im-
possible to break it off. I know of a family
conclave that was once summoned, in order, if
possible, to communicate the fact to one of the
circle that he was in danger of becoming a bore ;
the head of the family was finally deputed to
convey the fact as delicately as possible to the
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